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Thank you, Horst,

Mayor Orsoni, distinguished professors and memobgktke EIUC faculty, COHOM colleagues, participaints
the Venice Academy, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great privilege for me to participate inl&y’s ceremony to award the EIUC Medal of Honotline EIUC
Medal of Honour acknowledges the unique role ospes who have made a significant contribution ool
rights and democracy, as well as those who haveahaslitstanding impact on the development of EIUWG a
the European Master’s degree in democracy and huigiats.

The history of the European Master’'s degree isetyomtertwined with Mary Robinson. The inauguoatiof
this degree in October 1997 in the Palazzo Ducake epened with the reading of a communication fikdany
Robinson, then UN High Commissioner for Human Rsghtlt was the same Mary Robinson, as High
Commissioner for Human Rights who signed a Memaramdf Understanding between EIUC and the Office
of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in 1998 2004, Mary Robinson was nominated Honorary
President of the EIUC.

Mary Robinson has long taken a close personalasten EIUC and the European Master’s. | rementitoatr
during her visit to Brussels in 2008, she made iatpd meetingmasteriniwho were working in Brussels and
discussing with them their work on human rightsiessin the EU.

The career of Mary Robinson serves as an inspird@pall those who work for the promotion and pudton
of human rights. After reading law at Trinity Gagle, Dublin and Harvard Law School, she was apedint
Reid Professor of Criminal Law at Trinity Collegetlae age of only 25 years. In 1988, Mary Robinaod her
husband founded the Irish Centre for European LiaWiaity College. In the same year, she concludtth
the following words a pivotal study entitled “Temages towards a European foreign policy”: “The etwioin of

a Community foreign policy - if it is to emerge at - will follow on as a consequence of greatelnesion in
economic and social policies, as foreign policthis external reflection of internal cohesion arehiity”.

Mary Robinson sought to use law as an instrumeptdmote social change, in her career as an acagama
legislator and as a barrister. She argued a nuwibkmndmark cases before the European Court of &um



Rights and the European Court of Justice, as vaebefore the Irish courts, notably on non-discremion
issues and LGBT rights.

Mrs. Robinson has been a member for 20 years ofrigte Upper House of Parliament: among the caskes
championed, were the right of women to sit on girighe requirement that all women upon marriageymes
from the civil service, the right to the legal dadility of contraception, and more recently then@aign for
Homosexual Law Reform. She also distinguished lfecsacerning the protection of Irish heritage, luding
the preservation of one of the most significantiMiksites in Europe.

Her political career was crowned by her electiofPessident of Ireland in 1990. She was the firsidhef state
to visit Somalia after it had suffered from civiawand famine in 1992 and the first to visit Rwaadter the
genocide in 1994. Mrs. Robinson represented hemtcpinternationally, developing a new sense ofaind’s

economic, political and cultural links with othesuntries and cultures. She placed special empHdasiisg her
Presidency on the needs of developing countriegjnlg the history of the Great Irish Famine to tgda
nutrition, poverty and policy issues, thus creatmnbridge of partnership between developed andlolewve

countries.

The UN leadership was quick in spotting her talémt1997 she was appointed UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights. In September 1998, she visited Chtha first High Commissioner for Human Rights twsb
-and signed an important agreement with the Govemnfior OHCHR to undertake technical co-operation
activities. Her tenure as High Commissioner waskeby an indefatigable engagement in human rigipiss
which had hitherto been somewhat marginalized,biptaconomic, social and cultural rights and thghtito
development.

As Kofi Annan wrote in the preface to Mary Robinso2006 bookA voice for human rightsMary Robinson
brought to the task of High Commissioner a leadetison, an advocate’s precision and a believer's
conviction”.

Since stepping down as High Commissioner, Mary Rsdm has continued to address key contemporary
human rights challenges. She has co-founded thencloaf Women World Leaders and then established
“Realizing Rights: the Ethical Globalization Iniiike”, for eight years a leading NGO working onntdite
justice, business and human rights, decent wagkt to health and women'’s leadership.

Among the many awards bestowed on Mary Robinsoméemention only the Council of Europe North-South
Prize in 1997, Amnesty International's AmbassadoConscience Award in 2004 and the US Presidential
Medal of Freedom in 2009.

Mary Robinson is a member of The Elders and a membée Club of Madrid. She has been chair of the
Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunisation anmédtdent of the International Commission of JuriStise
serves on several boards including the United Mati@lobal Compact, the Mo Ibrahim Foundation, and i
member of the Royal Irish Academy and the AmeriBduilosophical Society. Not least, she now serves as
President of the Mary Robinson Foundation — ClinJatgtice.

In addition to her ceaseless activism on behalhwhan rights in its wide sense, Mary Robinson Has a
maintained a distinguished academic career. S@aascellor of the University of Dublin, and sir@@04, she
has also been Professor of Practice in Interndtidfairs at Columbia University, where she teaches
international human rights.

Mary Robinson has played a significant role in deselopment of the EU’s external human rights pgolighe
ground-breaking report “A Human Rights Agenda foe European Union for the Year 2000” adopted by a
comité de sagesomposed of Antonio Cassese, Catherine LalumReger Leuprecht and Mary Robinson in
1998, remains a point of reference for the EU’s Aomghts strategy towards third countries.
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| remember in particular Mary Robinson’s forceftarvention on behalf of Realizing Rights in a @ehce
organised under the Swedish EU Presidency on kassimmed human rights. She underlined that humarsrigh
lay at the core of European integration and strefise need for the EU to show leadership at thermational
level in this respect. Let me quote from her wmeation: “The EU has the extensive experience whithbe
needed to help build workable solutions that ateomby acceptable to states and businesses buadhla¢ss the
rights of those most affected, wherever they acatked. Our task now is to learn from these andkroth
experiences and give all possible ways forwards#reus consideration they deserve”.

To some extent, the challenges faced by Mary Robine 1997 remind me of the current situation in re
shaping EU human rights policy towards third coestin the post-Lisbon set-up.

When Mary Robinson took up her position in as UhHHCommissioner, she spoke of a mandate that sheuld
transformative in inducing the UN Secretariat argkAcies to embrace human rights, especially ifighé of
Kofi Annan’s proposal to integrate human rightoiatl UN activities.

She described her determination to face the "dagmtnallenge” of mainstreaming human rights inhe by
quoting from ‘The Golden Bough': "If fate has cdllgou, the bough will come easily, and of its ovacad.
Otherwise, no matter how much strength you mugtar,never will manage to quell it or cut it downthvthe
toughest of blades."”

14 years later, we face today in the EU a simitarjpy, which is to embed human rights fully irl akpects of
EU relations with third countries. To use the woofi€atherine Ashton, to make human rights a “sitheead”
throughout EU external relations.

The entire career of Mary Robinson provides an gtarfor us: a constant determination to ensure ithatan
rights are no longer confined to the exclusive donoé specialists, but instead underpin every aspepolicy.

This is also, | believe, a key lesson learned fri Arab Spring, which will be the topic of the tiec
magistralis to be delivered by Mary Robinson in @ament: even if for many years human rights anddioess
are suppressed, there will come a point where theygle for human rights and the fight for dignimyll
triumph.

Mrs. Robinson, | would like you to join me.

Mrs. Robinson, we are enormously grateful for ydevotion to the European Master’s in human rights @
EIUC and we are delighted to confer this award om pday. The 2011 EIUC Medal of Honour is awartied
Mary Robinson for her unique role and impact on anmghts and democracy promotion and her unpéadille
contribution to the European Master's Programme b@half of the EIUC and E.MA Boards, our colleague
universities and certainly all students, | congegtiyou.



